
 

 

News Bulletin of the Embassy of Luxembourg in London – May 2009 

Elections 
The national legislative and European elections take place in Luxembourg on 7 June 2009. All Luxembourg citizens known to the Em-
bassy were contacted to advise them of the procedures for applying for a postal vote. 

Visits of Minister Asselborn in London and Dublin 
 
Foreign Minister Jean Asselborn was in London on a working visit on 4 and 5 February 2009. Minister As-
selborn gave a speech at the London School of Economics on the role of Europe in the world. He then met 
his counterpart Foreign Secretary David Miliband at the Foreign & Commonwealth Office the following 
day for a series of talks. Minister Asselborn also met Jack Straw, Lord Chancellor and Secretary of State for 
Justice. On 11 March 2009, Minister Asselborn paid an official visit to Dublin where he met his counterpart 
Micheál Martin for talks on bilateral relations, EU and international matters.  The night before, he also met 
the Irish Secretary of State Peter Power for a working a dinner at Leinster House, the seat of the Irish Parlia-
ment. 

Lord Slynn of Hadley, former judge at the European Court of Justice and retired Law Lord, died on 7 April aged 
79. As President of the Luxembourg Society, Lord Slynn was a well known and popular figure within the Luxem-
bourg community in the UK. He was elected in July 1998, succeeding Mr Percy Grieve QC.  He will be fondly re-
membered by all.  We present our condolences to Lady Slynn and the family. His successor at the helm of the Lux-
embourg Society has been elected on 7 May 2009: Mr Paul Heim, former Registrar at the European Court of Jus-
tice. 

 
 
Banking: Luxembourg agrees to exchange of information on 
13 March 2009 
 
Following Luxembourg’s announcement on 13 March 2009 
that it would agree to an exchange of information in tax mat-
ters at the request of financial authorities, OECD Secretary 
General Gurria hailed ‘improved tax cooperation [as] a boost 
to restore financial confidence’ and welcomed the move by 
Luxembourg, and other countries and territories,  ‘to improve 
transparency and exchange of information for tax purposes’.  
In a letter to the Secretary General of the OECD, Budget Minis-
ter Luc Frieden explained that ‘bank secrecy is not incompati-
ble with effective exchange of information for tax purposes. 
All countries have bank secrecy or confidentiality rules. Meet-
ing the internationally agreed standard on exchange of infor-
mation requires only limited exceptions to bank secrecy rules 
and would not undermine the confidence of citizens in the 
protection of their privacy’. 

London Snapshots of a City 
 
The Luxembourg Em-
bassy hosted a private 
v iew  of  Edd ie 
Bohnert’s photo exhi-
bition ‘London Snap-
shots of a City’ on 4 
February 2009.  The 
private view was well 
attended despite the 
snow lying on the 
streets of London, no doubt an invitation for Eddie to shoot 
yet some more snapshots of the city. The exhibition closed on 
26 February and was seen by many visitors (by appointment).  

Gianfranco Celestino 
The multitalented pianist and dancer 
Gianfranco Celestino paid a visit to Lon-
don last September when he was chosen 
to represent Luxembourg at the 
Southbank Dance Festival. Gianfranco 
displayed both his talents as a musician 
and as a dancer and imbued his work 
with great sensibility and elegance. We 
can only hope to see more Luxembourg-based artists coming to the 
UK over the coming months and years to showcase their talent. 

Laws on palliative medicine, euthanasia and assisted suicide      
The Luxembourg Chamber of Deputies adopted two  laws in De-
cember 2008. One law was passed unanimously on palliative care 
(’medicine palliative’), and another one on legalising euthanasia and 
assisted suicide. This law was passed by 31 votes to 26. Both laws 
were published in the Memorial on 17 March 2009. The text of the 
two laws is available at http://www.legilux.public.lu. 

Reform of the Constitution 
As a consequence of the parliamentary vote of December 2008, a 
major constitutional reform was also implemented and published in 
the Memorial on 12 March 2009. “It is a step toward bringing the 
Constitution in tune with reality,” said Michel Pauly, a historian at 
the University of Luxembourg. Now, the Grand Duke is only re-
quired to promulgate the law rather than sanction (approve) it. The 
Grand Duke’s executive powers are expected to be further updated 
after the June elections in order to fully modernise the text of the 
Luxembourg Constitution. 

Embassy Website: The Luxembourg Embassy has joined the modern 
world and is delighted to announce the creation of its new website 
www.luxembourgembassy.co.uk. All information on consular and 
other matters will be posted on the website, as well as past and pre-
sent copies of our News Bulletin. 



 

 

The Luxembourg language at Sheffield University 
The Luxembourg Ministry for Culture, Higher Education and 
Research and the University of Sheffield have agreed to establish 
a Chair of Luxembourg Studies at Sheffield University funded by 
the Luxembourg Government. The Chair of Luxembourg Studies 
will include post-doctoral research and other academic activities, 
such as conferences, workshops and publications.  

Anise Koltz with Anne-Marie Glasheen and  Rarescale at the 
Lewisham Library   
Luxembourg’s leading poet and the liter-
ary translator Anne-Marie Glasheen gave 
a reading of Anise Koltz’ poems at Lewi-
sham Library on 24 March. The event also 
featured music from Rarescale, a group 
promoting the work of living composers, 
to compliment the words. The event 
proved to be a great success in making 
Anise Koltz’s poems accessible to an Eng-
lish audience.  
Anne-Marie Glasheen will return with a reading of Anise Koltz’ 
poems on 11 June at 8 pm at Poetry in the House, Lauderdale 
House, Waterlow Park, London N6 5HG (Info on Tel 020 8348 8716). 

MUDAM 
On 22 November 2008, Enrico Lunghi was chosen as Director 
General of MUDAM to succeed Marie-Claude Beaud. Enrico 
Lunghi was Artistic Director of the Casino Luxembourg (since 
1996), and over the past 12 years has played an important role in 
putting Luxembourg on the international art scene. Artistic Direc-
tor Mr Kevin Muhlen was chosen as his successor at the Casino 
Luxembourg, Forum d’Art Contemporain. 

Useful Addresses:  
 
Luxembourg Society was formed in 1942 to promote closer 
relations and friendship between Britain and the Grand Duchy 
of Luxembourg. It provides a forum where Luxembourgers in 
Britain and Britons, with a connection to Luxembourg, meet 
through its regular informal gatherings in London. It has par-
ticular relevance to students studying here. The informal 
drinks evenings are held on the second Tuesday of each 
month at the usual venue, the Penderel's Oak in 283-288 
High Holborn. Membership (£3 - students £1) is open to any-
one who has (or has had) dealings with Luxembourg and who 
would like to meet others with similar interests. 
www.luxembourgsociety.org.uk 
 
Belgian Luxembourg Chamber of Commerce in London 
The 1921 Belgian / Luxembourg Economic Union established 
a long tradition of close economic and monetary cooperation 
and provided the framework for a network of Belgian Luxem-
bourg Chambers of Commerce round the world. The BLCC 
aims to help Belgian and Luxembourg companies do business 
in the UK to succeed and prosper, which in return benefits the 
Belgian, Luxembourg and British economies. They organise 
networking events and provide a range of business services. 
www.blcc.co.uk/ 
 
The Young Chamber (TYC) - part of the Belgian Luxem-
bourg Chamber of Commerce (BLCC) - is the platform for 
young Belgian and Luxembourg professionals living in the UK. 
www.theyoungchamber.org/TYC/ 
 
Contacts 
Luxembourg Embassy 
27 Wilton Crescent, London SW1X 8SD 
Tel. 020 7235 6961 / Fax. 020 7235 9734 
email: londres.amb@mae.etat.lu 
 
Belgian Luxembourg Chamber of Commerce 
105 Ferriby Road, Hessle - HU13 0HX  
Tel: 0870 246 1610  / Fax: 0870 429 2148  
email: info@blcc.co.uk  - www.blcc.co.uk 
 
Society of Luxembourg Students in Britain (SLSB) 
President: Mr Alex Steinmetz 
www.slsb.lu 
 
Luxair www.luxair.lu 
Tel. 020 7055 5005 at London City Airport 
Tel. Reservations Call Centre 0800 2456 4242 
Luxair operates 4 daily flights to Luxembourg from London 
City Airport. Luxair gave up its Luxembourg-London Heathrow 
route on 25 October 2008. 
 
Other airlines flying to Luxembourg 
VLM has 3 daily flights from London City Airport to Luxem-
bourg. BA operates 2 daily flights from Gatwick to Luxem-
bourg. A special timetable applies on Saturday and Sunday. 
 
The Luxembourg Tourist Office has moved to: 
Suite 4.1, Sicilian House 
Sicilian Avenue, London WC1A 2QR 
Tel: 020 7434 2800 - Fax: 020 7430 1773 
email: tourism@luxembourg. co.uk - www.luxembourg.co.uk 
Director : Mr Serge Moes 
 
Luxembourg City Tourist Office 
30, place Guillaume II, L – 1648 Luxembourg 
Tel.: (352) 22 28 09 - Fax: (352) 46 70 70 
touristinfo@lcto.lu - www.lcto.lu/ 
 
Luxembourg Consuls 
 
Mr Noel Kierans 
Honorary Consul of Luxembourg in Dublin  
Tel. +353 1 286 7285 – Email : luxcon@indigo.ie 
 
Mr Timothy Noble 
Honorary Consul of Luxembourg in Edinburgh 
Tel. 0131 336 3565  
 

Important Information for Luxembourg Citizens in the UK 
 
Introduction of new biometric passports  
The current Luxembourg biometric passport will be phased out 
from 8 June 2009 but will remain valid for 5 years. A new biomet-
ric passport which will include a chip containing a digital facial 
image and finger prints will be issued after 28 June 2009. As a 
result, there will be a transition period from 8 June to 28 June 
2009, when the new system will be put into place.  
 
In practice, this means that all passport applications lodged before 
8 June will be processed according to the existing procedures and 
within the usual timeframe. After 8 June however, we anticipate 
that the process will be longer at first.  As fingerprints will now be 
required from 8 June 2009, the Embassy will no longer accept 
postal applications.  
 
We advise Luxembourg nationals whose passports will expire 
before November 2009 to apply for a new passport before 8 June.  

New Buildings for European Union Institutions In Luxembourg 
The new Conference Centre Kirchberg, Luxembourg 
This is a model of the con-
ference centre in Luxem-
bourg Kirchberg where min-
isterial meetings of the 
Council of the European 
Union will be held in April, 
June and October from 2012 

on. Phase 1 of the building, an oblong 
meeting room for up to 850 people, and 
the surrounding wood panelled hall of 
2600 m2,  is already open for meetings 
and receptions. 

 


